
June 9th, 2020 

  

 The Giles County School Board held a work session at 1:00 p.m. on June 9th, 2020.  A closed meeting was also 

held to discuss personnel.  Due to COVID 19 restrictions, the meeting was streamed on Facebook Live.  Persons present were: 

  
  
 Marion C. Ballard (participated electronically) Dr. Terry E. Arbogast II, Superintendent 
 Melissa R. Guynn    Amanda J. Tickle, Clerk 
 Phillip A. Pennington    
 Stephen M. Steele, Chairman      
 Mark A. Wilburn          
        

 

 The meeting was called to order by the Chairman. 

 

 The School Board, on motion of Mr. Pennington, with second by Mr. Wilburn and unanimous voting, approved Mr. 

Ballard to participate electronically due to health reasons. 

 

 The Board, on motion of Mr. Wilburn, with second by Mrs. Guynn and unanimous voting, went into a closed meeting 

under Section 2.2-3711 of the Virginia Code and Paragraph 1. Discussion, consideration, or interviews of prospective 

candidates for employment.  Following discussion, Mr. Pennington moved to go to regular session.  Mrs. Guynn seconded 

the motion and voting was unanimous. On motion of Mr. Wilburn, with a second by Mr. Pennington and unanimous voting, 

the following Certification of the closed meeting was certified.  

 

 WHEREAS, the Giles School Board has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded 

vote and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3711 (D) of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this School Board that such 

closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Giles School Board hereby certifies that, to the best of each 

member’s knowledge, (I) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law 

were discussed in the closed meeting to which certification applies and (ii) only such public business matters as were 

identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered. 

  

VOTE   Ayes:  5  Nays:  0 

 

 

                                                               

Clerk of the Giles County School Board   Date 

  

 

There was no action from closed session. 
 

 

The School Board then began their work session.  

 

Dr. Arbogast shared information on the updated budget proposal.  He stated that we received notification from the county that we 

would be level funded.  In order to amend our request so no new money would be requested from the county, all of the capital 

projects that were previously talked about were removed.  Mr. Steele asked if there would be any savings from this year’s budget.  

Dr. Arbogast stated that it is estimated that we would have a savings of about $250K; however, we are down 62 kids, but there will 

be a reduction in money from the state due to the ADM number.  He is hopeful that we should have a better idea of where will be 

financially towards the first of next week.   

 

Mr. Steele stated that they also talked with the Board of Supervisors about the CARES act money.  He stated that Mr. McKlarney 

stated that if we could get him a list of what we have spent due to COVID-19, they may be able to cover some of those expense so 
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we can use the CARES money on other expenses, including the boiler at NEMS.  Dr. Arbogast stated that we need to be very 

cautious with using CARES act money.  He stated that the money should be spent on non-recurring costs.  He stated that he has 

adjusted the carry over money from last year to be able to take care of the boiler at NEMS.  He has put the repairs at the GHS track 

on hold for right now.  The board consensus was to proceed with fixing the boiler at NEMS.  Dr. Arbogast has also been in touch 

with Mr. Ross about boiler inspections and moving forward with the NEMS boiler.   

 

Dr. Arbogast discussed all the items that they are looking at for return to school, such as masks, cleaning supplies, gloves, 

thermometers, bleach, electronics, etc.  Mr. Steele stated that he would like to see if the county could cover any of these items.  Dr. 

Arbogast stated that out of the CARES money, we have to allocate some of this for private schools in the county.  The School Board 

would like for Dr. Arbogast to communicate with Mr. McKlarney about purchasing some of the needed cleaning supplies.  

 

Dr. Arbogast shared information with the board about the different phases as it relates to opening up school.   

 

Dr. Arbogast stated that with the food program moving forward, there will be some activities for the kids to do.  Also, there will be 

some free libraries in the county.   

 

Dr. Arbogast stated that both graduations at the high schools were nicely done.    

 

 

                                                                                     

Chairman                                   Clerk 
 


